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“I am so excited and happy,” said Kristofer Calhoun, winner of the 2015 National Red Ribbon Theme Contest, shortly after his surprise recognition ceremony at Solon Middle School in Solon, Ohio. “I am shocked that I won out of so many entries.”
The 2015 National Red Ribbon theme is “Respect Yourself. Be Drug Free.”
“Respecting yourself means looking at yourself every day and treating yourself like you would treat someone you loved most in the world,” said Kristofer, 13. “If you do drugs, you really don’t have self-confidence and you don’t respect yourself."
Check out 2015 Red Ribbon Theme Products 
For Kristofer’s mother, Lori Calhoun, the topic hits close to home. “My father was addicted to prescription drugs and I’ve experienced the impact of addiction first-hand,” said Lori. “He overdosed when I was a junior in high school and I was the one to find him and get him help.”
Lori Calhoun’s personal experience with the issue makes Kristofer’s win that much more meaningful. “I’m so proud that Kristofer is taking a stand against underage drinking and drug use,” said Lori. “I’m so excited for him!”
The annual National Red Ribbon Theme Contest, sponsored by the National Family Partnership, offers students and other prevention supporters the opportunity to be a part of history. The winning slogan will be used throughout 2015 in thousands of schools and communities across America. In its 30th year as the nation’s largest and oldest drug prevention campaign, Red Ribbon Week® reaches over 100 million people each year throughout the United States. In addition to national recognition, Kristofer’s school, Solon Middle School, will also receive $500 worth of 2015 Red Ribbon Week® theme merchandise.
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Left to Right: Cheryl Holsapfel, Lori Calhoun, Kristofer Calhoun, Principal Genie Green and Laurel Greene, S.A.Y. Counselor
This is the second year that Solon Middle School won the National Red Ribbon Theme contest, thanks to proud Red Ribbon supporter and digital arts teacher Cheryl Holsapfel, who encourages her students to enter the contest every year. Aly Falck, a former Solon Middle 7th grader, won the contest in 2013.
“I’m so proud of Kristofer,” said Holsapfel. “It couldn’t have happened to a nicer student.”
For those students considering using alcohol or drugs, Kristofer Calhoun offered some advice. “Think about how it affects you,” said Calhoun. “Think about how it will affect the people around you who love and care about you.”
Thank you, Kristofer, for your wonderful slogan and your inspiring message to children and families across America.
[bookmark: _GoBack]RECENT BLOG POSTS
Sep 21, 2015
Get Ready For Red Ribbon Week 2015
Jul 22, 2015
Introducing The 2015 National Red Ribbon Week Youth Ambassador
Apr 8, 2015
2015 Red Ribbon Social Media Tools
TWITTER UPDATES
ENTER THE 2015 RED RIBBON PHOTO CONTEST


RED RIBBON WEEK RESOURCES 

http://redribbon.org/    
 http://redribbon.org/pledge/    
http://redribbon.org/downloads/             
VENDORS         
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October Celebrate Red Ribbon Week, Bully Prevention, and Good Character!
Support healthy school environments when you celebrate Red Ribbon Week, Character Counts Week, and National Bullying Prevention Month throughout Safe Schools Month in October. Spread the knowledge and importance of maintaining good character and building drug- and bully-free environments with giveaways focused on prevention and education and featuring exclusive themes such as “I Have the Power to Be Drug Free" and “Be Someone’s Hero Stand Up To Bullying.”  Plus, learn more about the origin of Red Ribbon Week. 

Create A Positive School Climate In Your School » 
This October, celebrate Red Ribbon Week, a time to spread awareness on the dangers of bullying, drug and tobacco use. Teaching kids good habits early is critical to future success, and Red Ribbon Week shows them that living above the influence of others can be the best way to live a happy life.
Our Red Ribbon Week materials focus on education and information for your anti-drug and anti-bullying programs. The best weapon in the fight against bullying, cyber bullying, drugs, and tobacco is other children. When kids see others their age engaging in bullying, they should not be afraid to tell an adult. In schools and on playgrounds, there's no better pair of eyes than those of their peers. Vigilant kids can go a long way towards protecting their friends and combating bullies.
Like all of the causes we support, Red Ribbon Week spreads an amazingly positive message. We'll help your children support this message with wristbands, water bottles, stationery, and of course, red ribbons. Whatever you choose, our promotional products make this a fun and educational week for kids.
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