“Heroin AM” skit on Saturday Night Live was no laughing matter
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	As countless families struggle with opioid addiction, Saturday the 16th of April  “Heroin AM” skit on Saturday Night Live was not only in poor taste, but an insensitive reaction to the real pain and suffering caused by this epidemic. 

However, the joke may have been intended, the suffering experienced by families touched by addiction is no laughing matter. In response, Partnership President and CEO, Marcia Lee Taylor, sent a letter to Lorne Michaels, Creator and Executive Producer of the show asking for his commitment in helping us address the prescription drug abuse and heroin crisis.  
Read the letter

 Mr. Lorne Michaels 
Saturday Night Live 
30 Rockefeller Plaza 
New York, NY 10112 
Dear Mr. Michaels, 
The Partnership for Drug-Free Kids works with thousands of families that have lost a loved one to a drug overdose, and we have no interest in laughing at their expense. As countless families struggle with opioid addiction, last Saturday’s “Heroin AM” skit on Saturday Night Live was not only in poor taste, but an insensitive reaction to the real pain and suffering caused by this epidemic. 
However the joke may have been intended, the suffering experienced by families touched by addiction is no laughing matter. Fueled by the rise in prescription drug abuse and heroin, 129 people die every day from a drug overdose. That is eight times the size of the entire cast of SNL dying each and every day. 
At a time when we are losing more Americans to drug overdoses than to car accidents, we don’t need parodies, we need solutions and resources. We need influencers like you, who have worked side by side with people affected by addiction, to join us in insisting that attention be paid, and resources devoted to preventing and healing this disease. 
We welcome your support in helping us address this crisis and ask that you acknowledge the personal toll that drug abuse, specifically the opioid epidemic, has had on families across America. 
Thank you, 
Marcia Lee Taylor 
President & CEO 
Partnership for Drug Free Kids
 





We know we’re not alone in our outrage, so here’s how you can get involved: 
1. Make your feelings known! Share your thoughts on the SNL Facebook page using #nolaughingmatter.
2. Send a message to Lorne Michaels via email: lorne.michaels@nbc.com, lorne@lornemichaels.com
3. Sign The Addict’s Mom petition
P.S. If you or someone you know needs help with heroin use, call our Toll-Free Helpline at 1-855-DRUGFREE or visit drugfree.org/heroin.
	 

	 
	

		



	

	 
	

	




