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This year we will continue to help newly-licensed teen drivers make safer decisions behind the wheel.  Ford Driving Skills for Life (Ford DSFL) will help teens improve their skills in hazard recognition, vehicle handling, reaction time, how to safely interact with large trucks, how to avoid the dangers of distracted and impaired driving, vehicle maintenance and so much more. 

This year's program will visit 15 stops in the United States, including Virginia, North Carolina, Tennessee, Georgia, Alabama, Michigan, Pennsylvania, New York, Delaware, California, Texas, Oregon, Arizona and Hawaii. Ford DSFL will also offer free training for the first time in Finland and Poland and continue to provide training in Belgium, France, Germany, Italy, Netherlands, Romania, Russia, Spain, Turkey, and the U.K.

Students who attend this year's hands-on training events will also have the opportunity to wear both the Drunk Driving Suit and the new Drugged Driving Suit. This leading edge technology will safely show teens and parents how difficult it is to drive impaired. The suits mimic some of the effects of alcohol and illegal drugs such as marijuana, heroin, and LSD; including slower reaction time, reduced mobility, distorted vision, hand tremors and poor coordination.
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RECENTLY RELEASED 
Unbuckled In Back: 
A New Push to Buckle Up

In 2013, 883 unbelted rear seat passenger vehicle occupants age eight and older died in traffic crashes 
in the United States. That's according to a study from
the Governors Highway Safety Association, "Unbuckled
in Back: An Overlooked Issue in Highway Safety." The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration estimates that more than 400 of those people would have survived had they been wearing their safety belts.

Read More at http://www.ghsa.org/html/publications/spotlight/rearbelts2015.html
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Parents Play a Key Role in 
a Safe Prom Night 

Guest Contributor: Barb Flis 
Founder of Parent Action for Healthy Kids

Teens who report regular, open communication with their parents about important issues are more likely to care about their personal safety and less likely to engage in risky behaviors like drinking or using drugs and driving. 

Tips For Parents To Consider at https://www.drivingskillsforlife.com/mediacenter1/latest-happenings/blog-parents/parents-play-a-key-role-in-a-safe-prom-night
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Prom: Parent-Teen 
Safe Driving Contract

Create and agree on a safe driving contract with your teen before prom. This contract could include the number of passengers allowed in the vehicle, a reminder to buckle up in the front and back seats and to never drive impaired. A good resource to help build this contract might be looking at your state's graduated drivers licensing laws that are already in place. Also, check out the Ford Driving Skills for Life Pledge at www.drivingskillsforlife.com for additional ideas.
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Spring Driving: How to Navigate Potholes 

Tips for drivers to help prevent vehicle damage from potholes: 
· Pay special attention to your tire pressure. Keeping tire pressure consistently at the manufacturer's recommendation will help protect your vehicle's wheels and tires from being damaged from pothole impacts.
· If safe, don't swerve to avoid potholes. Swerving can create a situation where the front wheel and tire on the car can impact the edge of the pothole at an obtuse angle, which might do more damage than hitting it squarely. 
· If safe, don't brake just because you see a pothole: heavy braking compresses the front suspension of the car and will have a tendency to force the tire and wheel down into the pothole, instead of gliding over.
No matter how carefully you drive there's always the possibility that you may eventually have a flat tire on the highway. Drive slowly to the closest safe area out of traffic. This may further damage the flat tire, but your safety is more important.
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Our Behaviors:  How to Keep Pedestrians Safe 

Guest Contributor: Tom Everson 
Executive Director of Keep Kids Alive Drive 25 
A Non-Profit "For Action" Organization

We become good, even expert, only by practicing behaviors over and over again until these become second nature.  As a driver, always remember and practice these behaviors to help keep pedestrians safe.

Read More at https://www.drivingskillsforlife.com/mediacenter1/latest-happenings/driving-tips/our-behaviors-how-to-keep-pedestrians-safe
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Spring Break Road Trips
How to safely interact with large trucks
Spring break road trips are just around the corner. While you are on this adventure, the Florida Department of Transportation's Drive Safe Campaign has tips on how to safely interact with large trucks.

Read More at https://www.drivingskillsforlife.com/mediacenter1/latest-happenings/driving-tips/road-trips-how-to-safely-interact-with-large-trucks
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Did You Know? 
Driving while tired can be just as bad as driving while legally intoxicated. 
If you are going on a road trip with friends, drivers should: 
· Take turns to avoid an irritable and fatigued driver.
· Get plenty of sleep before the trip, especially if you are driving through the night.
· Ask the shotgun passenger to be the co-pilot. Their job is to keep you company, be the DJ, be the navigator, and to answer the phone calls and texts.
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Meet the Team: Shannon McIntosh
Professional racecar driver and Ford DSFL instructor

A racer since she was five years old, Shannon brings with her a wealth of knowledge in car control and vehicle dynamics. She is also an engaging speaker and patient coach in the car.

Q&A with Shannon

If you could tell parents of a teen driver one thing, what would it be?  Remember that your teenager is always watching you! Set a good example. 

Read More at https://www.drivingskillsforlife.com/dsfl-meet-the-team/Shannon-McIntosh/
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Avoid the blind spots.




image9.jpeg




image10.jpeg




image1.gif




image2.jpeg




