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By Peter Holley March 9
When James noticed that his teenage daughter had taken to spending time with a new group of friends and that there was an unsavory odor in her room, he became suspicious.
The Kentucky father wondered if his 14-year-old daughter was using drugs, but he didn’t have any hard evidence to support his fears, he 1 told the Courier-Journal.
So James — who asked that the newspaper not use his last name, to protect his daughter’s identity — did what a growing number of parents in the Louisville area are doing: He paid $99 to have a drug-sniffing dog search his home.
“I’m not a snooping parent,” he told the Courier-Journal. “I want my daughter to be able to trust me, but I gotta protect her.”
“I know girls can be sneaky and hide things in places I wouldn’t even think of,” he added.
After the specially trained dog found a tiny glass pipe containing marijuana hidden inside his daughter’s makeup stand, James confronted the teenager and she admitted the pipe was hers. He destroyed the pipe with a baseball bat and says the entire episode brought him closer to his daughter.
“I was so nervous,” James said. “What can occur from letting this stranger in my house with a drug dog? But it’s been nothing but positive.”
[A police chief found a clever way to fight drug addiction: Calling out pharma CEOs] at https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/to-yourhealth/wp/2015/09/21/a-police-chief-found-clever-way-to-fight-drug-addiction-calling-out-pharma-ceos/
Since he opened the Last Chance K9 Service in September, company owner Michael Davis says his firm has searched more than 50 homes in the Louisville area.
In nine out of 10 homes, Davis told The Washington Post, his dogs have located drugs. The most common drug the drug-sniffing dogs find is heroin, Davis said, though his dogs have also turned up cocaine, marijuana, methamphetamines and barbiturates, sometimes elaborately hidden in homes and cars.
The idea of finding heroin in a 16-year-old’s bedroom may sound shocking, but there’s been a sharp increase in heroin use in “Kentuckiana,” the eight-county Louisville metropolitan area that sits on both sides of the Kentucky and Indiana border. In Jefferson County, whose seat is Louisville, there were 204 overdose deaths in 2014, up from 192 the year before, according to the Kentucky Office for Drug Control Policy.
Davis said the region’s drug epidemic has created steady demand for his dogs. The firm is also hired to search businesses and other private clients that Davis declined to name for bombs, firearms and drugs. Phone calls began pouring in as soon as he put up billboards around the region, showing a German shepherd with a stick of dynamite in one nostril and a joint in the other.
“We had a lot of parents who said, ‘I don’t know what my child is doing, but I remember what I was doing at that age. Would you go through my child’s room just so I could have security?'” Davis told The Post. “We’ve done a lot of those homes and many came up with drugs and the parents were shocked.”
“Other times,” Davis added, “we didn’t find drugs and then we encouraged the parents to give their kids positive reinforcement.”
But Lawrence Balter, a professor of applied psychology at New York University and the author of multiple books about parenting, said parents may find it challenging to build positive relationships with their children if their kids feel like they’re under surveillance.
“It’s best to understand how widespread drug use is among teenagers,” Balter told The Post. “Teenagers will only just become more secretive if they feel like they’re being spied on. If parents act like police, I think kids just become more deceptive and sneaky.”
Balter said a drug dog might be a useful tool in extreme cases — when a teenager is on probation or on the verge of very serious trouble. Barring that, he said, it’s more productive to develop a relationship with your child where you can talk about drugs in a candid manner.
“They should not promote abusing substances and they should be open about discussing their children’s participation in those kinds of activities,” Balter said. “You should be an ally, not a military state.”
Davis said that for many families, assertive action is a better alternative than a young person winding up behind bars with a criminal record. If drugs are located in someone’s home, he offers to “scare teenagers straight” by facilitating a conversation between parents and teens, he said.
Some parents prefer to have their home searched when the child is at school, but others like to have Davis create a show of force for teenage eyes.
“The canine is intimidating to a child,” Davis said. “When the child sees the dog it has a jaw-dropping drop effect. They think, ‘Oh wait, now there’s a company my mom or dad can call that brings a dog into this home anytime they think I may have drugs?’ Next time, they’ll think twice.”
Confiscated drugs are placed in a disposable bag and dropped off at police departments for disposal, he said. Parents also have the option of disposing of the illegal substances on their own.
Parents sign a contract that forbids the Last Chance K9 Service from sharing information about searches with anyone, including law enforcement
[Why this father didn’t hide his daughter’s heroin overdose in her obituary] at https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/morning-mix/wp/2015/04/22/why-father-didnt-hide-his-daughters-heroin-overdose-in-her-obituary/
Davis said some local police departments have been cooperative, but others haven’t and he’s been forced to leave drugs with parents. A law enforcement source told the Courier-Journal that he worries about how drugs will be disposed of if parents decide or are forced to keep drugs that Davis finds.
Davis said he believes police will come around as they grow more accustomed to working with him.
“We want community to know that we’re a tool for parents,” he said. “This is where we can defeat the war on drugs, right here at your kitchen table — instead of in a courtroom with a lawyer.”
MORE READING: 
This Kentucky sheriff’s office wants drug dealers to narc on their competition at https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/morning-mix/wp/2015/08/04/a-kentucky-sheriff-wants-to-drug-dealers-to-narc-on-their-competition/
The heroin epidemic’s toll: One county, 70 minutes, eight overdoses at https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/the-heroin-epidemics-toll-one-county-70-minutes-eight-overdoses/2015/08/23/f616215e-48bc-11e5-846d-02792f854297_story.html
Deaths from opioid overdoses set a record in 2014 at https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/to-your-health/wp/2015/12/11/deaths-from-heroin-overdoses-surged-in-2014/
He wanted to stay in bed. His family wanted him at school. So he shot them, police say. At https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/morning-mix/wp/2016/03/02/he-wanted-to-stay-in-bed-his-family-wanted-him-at-school-so-he-shot-them-police-say/
‘Rick, are you drunk?’ Police say nurse downed beers, assisted in surgery at VA hospital. At https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/morning-mix/wp/2016/02/25/rick-are-you-drunk-or-something-police-say-va-nurse-downed-beers-assisted-in-surgery/
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