Camp Dawson, the West Virginia National Guard Training Base, located near Kingwood, WV, once again played host to the annual West Virginia Wing Cadet Summer Encampment.  This year, a total of 90 West Virginia Wing cadets and 21 out-of-state cadets representing 7 different wings, along with 12 senior members, attended the week long encampment.  The encampment was commanded by Lt Col Dennis Barron, a veteran of many past encampments, who also serves as the Wing’s DDRA.    

Throughout the week, the cadets enjoyed a full schedule of activities and classes that were both educational and lots of fun.  The cadets built and launched their own model rockets, attempted to master a 60 foot climbing wall, fired various weapons in an electronic simulator, plus fired actual weapons on the firing range, and participated in sports and drill competition.  The cadets also made good use of the base swimming pool and attempted to conquer a new Leadership Reaction Course that was just completed at Camp Dawson.  In between all these activities, the cadets honed their skills in drill and ceremonies, learned how to make a bed the military way, practiced their leadership skills, and made lots of new friends around the Wing and in neighboring Wings.

As always, the Drug Demand Reduction program is a large part of the West Virginia Wing’s Encampment.  This year, the WV National Guard’s Drug Demand Reduction personnel provided some very special training to the cadets when the DDR folks took the cadets to the Guard’s brand new 60 foot rappel tower.  There, the DDR instructors led the cadets to the top of the 60 foot tower and showed the cadets how to safely rappel down the side of the structure.  Stepping over the edge of the tower was no small feat, and rappelling down the 60 wall was the thrill of a life time for many of the cadets.  Later, the cadets drove golf carts through an obstacle course while visually impaired from wearing Fatal Vision Goggles.  All the while, the DDR instructors reminded the cadets how important it was to maintain a drug free life style.   

Another of the highlights of this year(s encampment was a whole day devoted to learning land and water survival skills.  Instructors from the 167th Air Wing of the WV Air National Guard, in Martinsburg, spent one morning teaching the cadets how to build shelters, obtain food and water from the wild, and how to navigate through the woods. In the afternoon, the instructors took the cadets to the base pool for water survival training.  

The encampment was capped off on the last day with a formal Pass and Review Parade, which was witnessed by many parents, guests, friends, and CAP members.  This was followed by a standing room only graduation ceremony.  During the graduation ceremonies C/B Shaun Hagerthey, of the Martinsburg Squadron, was named the Outstanding Cadet of the Encampment, C/CMSgt Suveer Shekawhat, of the Morgantown Squadron, was selected as the Outstanding NCO, while C/2Lt Alancea Grant, of the Parkersburg Squadron, was announced as the Outstanding Cadet Officer.  In addition, the Distinquished Graduates of the Encampment were:  C/SMSgt Daniel Reitz (Morgantown Squadron), C/CMSgt Joel Graham (Wheeling Squadron), C/SSgt Tiffany Staggs(Morgantown Squadron), and C/SMSgt Ryan Childers (Parkersburg Squadron).  

C/AMN Andrew Rogers, from the Georgia Wing, was selected as the Best Out of State Cadet.  

The encampment was extremely successful.  According to Lt Col Barron, (The cadet officers put their leadership skills to good use teaching the younger cadets basic leadership, discipline, and teamwork.  The National Guard and DDR instructors were top notch and everyone had a great time.(
C/Col David Hill, of the Martinsburg Composite Squadron, served as the Cadet Commander of the encampment.  He commanded the cadet cadre, which was divided into three squadrons and six flights of cadets.    
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